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TAGS: PINT, MARR, JA 

SUBJECT: KURISU DISMISSAL AFTERMATH 

REF: TOKYO 13490 (DTG 260922Z JUL 78) 

1 . SUMMARY: RECENTLY DISMISSED JOINT STAFF COUNCIL 
CHAIRMAN KURISU MAY HAVE LOST BATTLE BUT WON WAR, JUDGING 
FROM LDP AND GOJ DECISIONS TO EXPEDITE STUDIES OF LEGISLA- 
TION GOVERNING USE OF SELF-DEFENSE FORCES (SDF) DURING 
EMERGENCY. END SUMMARY 

2. GENERAL HIROOMI KURISU'S CONTROVERSIAL REMARKS ABOUT 
"EXTRA-LEGAL" EMERGENCY ACTIONS BY SDF (REFTEL) POSED TOO 
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BLATANT CHALLENGE TO PRINCIPLE OF CIVILIAN CONTROL OF 
MILITARY FOR HIS CIVILIAN BOSSES TO IGNORE. NEVERTHELESS, 
UNIFORMED OFFICERS WIDELY SHARE KURISU’S BASIC CRITICISM 
OF EXISTING LAWS DURING EMERGENCY: ACCORDING TO PRESS, 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER FIRING KURISU DEF DIRGEN KANEMARU SENT 
MESSAGE TO FIELD COMMANDERS PROMISING ACTION ON THIS ISSUE. 
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3. MOREOVER, ON JULY 25 LDP EXECUTIVE BOARD DECIDED TO 
STUDY POSSIBILITY OF REPAIRING DEFECTS IN LEGAL LIMITS TO 
SDF ACTION IN EMERGENCIES, WHILE TREADING VERY CAUTIOUSLY 
ON QUESTION OF ENDORSING "EXTRA-LEGAL" ACTIONS. 

4. ON JULY 28 CABINET ACKNOWLEDGED KANEMARU'S SACKING OF 
KURISU AND CONFIRMED GEN TAKEHIKO TAKASHIMA AS SUCCESSOR. 
AT SAME TIME, HOWEVER, AT URGING OF PARLIAMENTARY VICE 
MINISTERS WHO HAD MET PREVIOUS DAY, PM FUKUDA INSTRUCTED 
CONCERNED AGENCIES TO SPEED UP THEIR IN PROGRESS STUDIES 

OF LEGISLATION PERTINENT TO DEFENSE EMERGENCIES. FUKUDA 
HAD DIRECTED SIMILAR INSTRUCTION SPECIFICALLY TO DEFENSE 
AGNECY (JDA) PREVIOUS DAY, IN TACIT ADMISSION THAT EXISTING 
LEGISLATION ABOUT WHICH KURISU HAD COMMENTED WAS IN FACT 
DEFECT IN NATION'S DEFENSE. 

5. COMMENT: TO DATE, PRESS PLAY HAS BEEN EVEN-HANDED AND 
HAS AVOIDED RAISING SPECTER OF RESURGENT MILITARISM, WHICH 
WOULD HAVE BEEN MAJOR THEME OF EDITORIALS NOT TOO LONG AGO. 
WHILE KURISU HAD TO BE FIRED IN DEFENSE OF PRINCIPLE OF 
CIVILIAN CONTROL, LDP AND GOJ DECISIONS TO EXPEDITE STUDIES 

OF LEGISLATION TO COPE WITH DEFENSE EMERGENCIES HAVE LARGELY 
VINDICATED OUTSPOKEN GENERAL. KANEMARU HAS STATED 
INTRODUCTION OF BILL WAS UNLIKELY IN NEXT REGULAR SESSION 
OF DIET BEGINNING LATE DECEMBER, BUT DEFENSE INTELLECTUALS 
AND PRESS ARE LIKELY TO KEEP POT BOILING DURING MONTHS 
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AHEAD. IF NOTHING ELSE, KURISU HAS CHARGED BATTERIES OF 
DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENT AND MAY WELL HAVE IMPROVED CHANCES 
FOR IMPORTANT CHANGE IN SDF’S LEGAL ENVIRONMENT. 

MANSFIELD 

NOTE BY OC/T: DRC & SY TAKE AS ORIGINAL. ALL OTHERS 
TAKE AS CORRECTED COPY. 
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